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completes an agreement which both student and graduate 
school expect to honor. In those instances in which the student 
accepts the offer before April 15, and subsequently desires to 
withdraw, the student may submit in writing a resignation of 
the appointment at any time through April 15. However, an 
acceptance given or left in force after April 15 commits the 
student not to accept another offer without first obtaining 
written release from the institution to which a commitment 
has been made. Similarly, an offer by an institution after  
April 15 is conditional upon presentation by the student of the 
written release from any previously accepted offer.”

STUDENT LOANS
Student loan programs are administered through the University’s 
Financial Aid Office or in the financial aid offices of the schools 
of Law, Business, and Medicine (M.D. program).

Federal student loans are available to U.S. citizens and U.S. 
registered permanent residents who qualify. Fellowships and 
assistantships normally cover only the student’s standard cost of 
education. Loans may be available to cover additional expenses 
such as a living allowance for dependents, medical, childcare, 
or dissertation costs, or when assistantships or fellowships are 
insufficient to meet the cost of education. However, loans are 
not available to cover consumer debt, moving expenses, or car 
payments and automobile insurance which exceed the standard 
transportation allowance.

Although sufficient loan funds are available to meet the entire 
cost of their education, students should carefully evaluate the life 
style and financial implications that would result from excessive 
borrowing. Loan programs have varying rates of interest and 
repayment schedules. Although many loan programs have 
deferrable payments while the student is enrolled at least half-

time in a degree program, most capitalize the deferred interest. 
The University’s Financial Aid Office provides extensive 
information on their web site (http://financialaid.stanford.edu) 
for individual analysis of the effect of student-loan repayment 
on future finances.

Applying for student loans
The Federal Stafford, Graduate PLUS, and Perkins Loan programs 
are major sources of funds for graduate students. These student 
loans permit repayment of principal after completion of graduate 
study; however, interest begins accumulating at disbursement for 
the federal unsubsidized Stafford and the Graduate PLUS loans 
and is capitalized before repayment begins. The University also 
administers a private loan (Stanford/Nelnet Academic Private 
loan or S.N.A.P.) for students who may not be eligible for federal 
loan programs or who prefer a variable rate loan. Eligibility is 
based on:

1.	FAFSA data (for federal loans)	
2.	Stanford Graduate Loan and Federal Work-Study 

Application
3.	Positive credit history
4.		Satisfactory academic progress
5.		Citizenship (must be U.S. citizen or U.S. registered permanent 

resident for federal loans)
The Stanford application document, required from all loan 

applicants, is available at http://financialaid.stanford.edu in late 
March. The web site contains information on loan programs 
and their eligibility requirements, interest rates, repayment 
schedules, and application procedures. The 2010-11 FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is available at http://
fafsa.ed.gov; it is required of all loan applicants but may not be 
submitted to the federal processor before January 1.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

visas
In order to register as students, the University requires that all 
those who are not U.S. citizens or registered U.S. permanent 
residents obtain and maintain an appropriate visa status for their 
stay in the United States. The F-1 Student Visa is obtained with an 
I-20 Certificate of Eligibility which is issued by Stanford. The J-1 
Exchange-Visitor visa is obtained with a DS-2019 which is issued 
by Stanford or a sponsoring U.S. agency. Certificates of eligibility 
are issued to international students who have accepted our offer 
of admission, met the English language proficiency requirement, 
and verified sufficient financial resources for at least one academic 
year. Students who are on visas must maintain continuous, 
full-time enrollment and are subject to U.S. immigration law 
covering such items as employment on and off campus, change 
of degree, transfer of school, and extension of stay. Additional 
information on visas is sent to admitted students.

international applicants
english proficiency

International students enrolled at Stanford must be able to read 
English with ease, understand rapid idiomatic English as used 
in lectures and group discussions, and express thoughts quickly 
and clearly in spoken and written English. Admission is offered 
only to students who are fully prepared in English or who have 
advanced intermediate proficiency in English that could be raised 
to the required level by enrollment in a summer intensive English 
program.

Stanford University offers a six-week Intensive English and 
Academic Orientation Program in the summer for students who 
plan to begin graduate study in the Autumn Quarter. Further 
information about this program and an application form may 
be obtained from the English for Foreign Students web site 
at http://efs.stanford.edu. Applications must be submitted to 
English for Foreign Students by May 20.

The English for Foreign Students Office administers an 
English placement test at the beginning of each quarter. This 
test may be a required condition of admission for students whose 
native language is not English. The test assesses the ability to 
understand, speak, and write American English, with particular 
emphasis on active speaking and writing. Results are evaluated in 
terms of the students’ intended academic programs at Stanford 
and the University’s requirements for that program. The results 
of the test determine whether students will be required to take 
appropriate courses in English in addition to their academic 
courses. Completion of a degree program may be lengthened if 
English courses are required. 

Students who hold teaching assistantships or who are enrolled 
in a Ph.D. program that has a teaching requirement will be 
evaluated in a separate test for oral communication in English. 
A special English course for teaching assistants is available for 
students who are found to need additional language training 
before beginning their teaching assignments.

bechtel international center
The Bechtel International Center is a meeting place for students 
and scholars from throughout the world and for Americans at 
Stanford who are interested in international affairs.

The International Center staff works closely with academic 
departments and other administrative offices on campus on issues 
unique to international students, such as immigration policy and 
procedures, academic and financial difficulties, transactions with 
foreign governments, English proficiency, housing, and adjustment 
to life at Stanford. Many programs and services are offered to family 
members of international students and scholars. New international 
students are required to attend an orientation program offered by 
the International Center during the week prior to Autumn Quarter.

Housing
These campus housing options are available to graduate students: 
dormitory rooms, apartments, and cooperative houses. Single 
students and students who are attending Stanford without their 
spouse, partner, or children are eligible for assignment to Single 
Student Housing. Couple housing is available to students who 
are married and to students who have a same-sex or opposite-
sex domestic partner. Stanford defines a domestic partnership as 
an established, long-term partnership with an exclusive mutual 
commitment in which the partners share the necessities of life 
and ongoing responsibility for their common welfare. Students 
who have legally dependent children living with them and who 
are married, in a domestic partnership, or are single parents, 
are eligible for assignment to Student with Children Housing. 
University housing is not provided for extended families, including 
parents and siblings of students, nor childcare providers.

Approximately 54 percent of matriculated graduate students at 
Stanford live in University housing; almost half of those students 
who live in University housing are new graduate students.

New graduate students have a priority for assignment over 
continuing graduate students, and are guaranteed housing if they 
apply by the spring lottery deadline and are willing to live in any 
residence. Since housing is a scarce resource, students should not 
expect to be offered housing for the duration of their studies. 
After the first year, continuing matriculated graduate students are 
given priority for housing for a specified number of years based on 
their academic degree program. Master’s students are given one 
additional year of limited priority for housing. Doctoral students 
are given five additional years of limited priority for housing. 
Limited priority years are not cumulative, so students do not 
receive additional years of limited priority for subsequent degrees. 
A student who completes a master’s program and then moves to 
a doctoral program receives four additional limited priority years 
(the difference between the allocation for a master’s program and 
a doctoral program). Students who live in residences that are 
open year-round and who remain in continuous occupancy in 
their rooms or apartments may renew their contracts annually 
if they meet certain eligibility requirements. Students who live 



15 Guide to Graduate Admission, 2010-11

in residences that are open only during the academic year or 
who desire to change residences re-enter the lottery each year. 
Currently, about 90% of continuing student applicants are 
assigned housing each year.

Rent rates are typically lower than in the surrounding 
community and include utilities and coinless laundry. The 
goals for graduate residences at Stanford are to provide an 
environment conducive to studying, services, and resources that 
facilitate academic achievement, and a pluralistic community 
in which programs address individual needs and promote social 
interaction.

Sample housing rates for the 2009-10 academic year are 
available at http://housing.stanford.edu/tour/gradtour/rateschart.
html. See also the chart on page 12.

The Community Housing Office assists students in locating 
rooms, apartments, shared rentals, or houses in the Stanford area. 
Estimated monthly rents for off-campus unfurnished apartments 
(excluding utilities, transportation, furniture, and Internet 
charges) range from $1,000 for studio apartments to $2,000 for 
two-bedroom apartments. Estimated monthly rents for houses 
are $2,400 for two bedrooms and $3,200 for three bedrooms.

Additional information about housing assignment policies, 
procedures and deadlines is available at http://housing.stanford.edu.

family life at stanford
Stanford is an expensive area in which to support a family. 
University fellowships and assistantships are intended to cover the 
expenses of the student; supplements are not available for family 
support. Student loan programs may be used to meet family 
expenses. Eligibility is based on financial need demonstrated 
through a review of student and family expenses as well as family 
income and assets.

While costs are high and financial support is limited, positive 
aspects of family life at Stanford include campus housing and 
childcare, excellent public schools, and services for student families.

STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
The Stanford University Libraries and Academic Information 
Resources (SULAIR) include more than 30 libraries and 
programs. Stanford’s libraries have amassed collections of 
books, journals, scores, sound and video recordings, and printed 
reference works numbering more than 8.5 million volumes. The 
library collections include 33,900 current journals, 216,170 
cartographic holdings, and 5.8 million microform holdings, as 
well as access to thousands of digital resources.

Most of the materials in the collections are open and easily 
accessible to students. Knowledgeable staff help students define their 
research and make use of SULAIR’s materials and technologies. 

The Cecil H. Green Library holds the majority of research 
collections in the humanities and social sciences, as well as general 
reference materials and periodicals. There are also specialized 
libraries for students in areas ranging from art to education to 
science. Public computers are available in all libraries. 

For detailed information about the SULAIR collections, facilities, 
and services, see http://library.stanford.edu.

COMPUTER RESOURCES
The Stanford University Network (SUNet) connects thousands 

of host computers, advanced workstations, and desktop and 
laptop computers in offices and student residences. SUNet 
also provides high-speed access to off-campus computers and 
networked services.

Stanford University Libraries and Academic Information 
Resources (SULAIR) provides public clusters of computers 
running Mac OSX and Windows XP, with a rich set of software 
that members of the Stanford community may use for course 
work, email, academic research, and other related purposes. 
Commercial or political use is prohibited. Public computers 
and study areas are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
on the first floor of Meyer Library, in the Tresidder Union 
computer cluster, and (for students living on campus) in regional 
clusters located in Escondido Village, Rains, and other graduate 
residences. 

The second floor of  Meyer Library offers additional public 
computers and study spaces; the multimedia studio for digital 
video editing, image scanning, and other media production; 
poster printing services; and laptop and multimedia equipment 
checkout. Student consultants are available during scheduled 
hours to support these services and to answer technical questions. 
Resident Computing Consultants (RCCs) are available in the 
residences to help students who live on campus. 

For more information about SULAIR’s computer resources, 
see http://academiccomputing.stanford.edu.

OFFICE OF ACCESSIBLE EDUCATION (OAE)
The Office of Accessible Education coordinates services and 
resources for students with documented disabilities, including 
mobility impairments, learning disabilities, chronic illness, 
psychological disabilities, and sensory disabilities. The mission 
of the OAE is to provide disabled students equal access to all 
facets of university life: education, housing, opportunities for 
recreation, and extracurricular activities. To initiate services, a 
student contacts the OAE directly and meets with a program 
coordinator to determine what services and accommodations 
will support the student’s disability-related needs. Students 
who are eligible for services are asked to submit professional 
documentation of their disabilities to the OAE. Services that may 
be made available include, but are not limited to, notetaking, 
brailling, oral or sign language interpretation, stenocaptioning, 
books on tape, extended time on examinations, and a distraction-
free room for taking examinations. The OAE also has available 
adaptive computer equipment in a workstation in Meyer Library. 
During the academic year, the OAE runs a golf cart service called 
DisGo Carts for use by students with temporary or permanent 
mobility impairments. For further information contact: 

Office of Accessible Education
563 Salvatierra Walk, Stanford, CA 94305-8540
(650) 723-1066
(650) 723-1067 (TDD)
(650) 725-5301 fax
http://stanford.edu/group/OAE



16Guide to Graduate Admission, 2010-11

For additional information and policies applicable to students, see the Stanford Bulletin at http://bulletin.stanford.edu.

NONDISCRIMINATion POLICY
Stanford University admits students of either sex and any race, color, religion, sexual orientation, or national and ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the University. Consistent with its obligations under the law, 
it prohibits discrimination,  including harassment, against students on the basis of sex, race, age, color, disability, religion, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, national and ethnic origin, and any other characteristic protected by applicable law in the administration of its educational policies, admis-
sions policies, scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and other University-administered programs. The  following person has been designated 
to handle inquiries regarding this policy: the Director of the Diversity and Access Office, Mariposa House, 585 Capistrano Way, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA 94305-8230; (650) 723-0755 (voice), (650) 723-1216 (TTY), (650) 723-1791 (fax), equal.opportunity@stanford.edu (email).

domestic partners policy
In October of 1990, Stanford University adopted a domestic partners policy. This policy, which implements the University’s nondiscrimination 
policy, makes services that have historically been available to married students available on an equal basis to students with a same-sex or opposite-
sex domestic partner. These services include access to student housing, a courtesy card that provides access to University facilities, and the ability to 
purchase medical care at Vaden Health Service. A domestic partnership is defined as an established long-term partnership with an exclusive mutual 
commitment in which the partners share the necessities of life and ongoing responsibility for their common welfare.

title ix of the education amendments of 1972
It is the policy of Stanford University to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendment of 1972 and its regulations, which prohibit discrimination 
on the basis of sex. The Title IX Compliance Officer is the Director of the Diversity Access Office and has been appointed to coordinate the 
University’s efforts to comply with the law. Anyone who believes that, in some respect, Stanford is not in compliance with Title IX and its regulations 
should contact the Title IX Compliance Officer, the Director of the Diversity Access Office, Mariposa House, 585 Capistrano Way, Stanford, CA 
94305-8230, (650) 723-0755 (voice), (650) 723-1216 (TTY), (650) 723-1791 (fax), equal.opportunity@stanford.edu (email). Grievance procedures 
to address complaints of discrimination on the basis of sex are set forth in the “Student Non-Academic Grievance Procedure” in the Stanford Bulletin. 
See also Administrative Guide Memo 23 at http://adminguide.stanford.edu/23.pdf.

TITLE VI OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964
It is the policy of Stanford University to comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and its regulations, which prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, and national origin. The Title VI Compliance Officer is the Director of the Diversity and Access Office and has been appointed 
to coordinate the University’s efforts to comply with the law. Anyone who believes that, in some respect, Stanford is not in compliance with Title VI 
and its regulations should contact the Title VI Compliance Officer, Director of the Diversity and Access Office, Mariposa House, 585 Capistrano 
Way, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305-8230; (650) 723-0755 (voice), (650) 723-1216 (TTY), (650) 723-1791 (fax), equal.opportunity@
stanford.edu (email). Grievance procedures to address complaints of discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin are set forth in 
the “Student Non-Academic Grievance Procedure” in the Stanford Bulletin. See also Administrative Guide Memo 23 at http://adminguide.stanford.
edu/23.pdf.

rehabilitation act of 1973
In its programs, activities, and employment, Stanford University does not discriminate on the basis of disability. An ADA/Section 504 Compliance 
Officer has been appointed to coordinate the University’s efforts to comply with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and regulations promulgated 
thereunder prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability. Anyone who believes that in some respect Stanford is not in compliance with the 
Rehabilitation Act and its regulations should contact the ADA/Section 504 Compliance Officer at the Diversity and Access Office, Mariposa House, 
585 Capistrano Way, Stanford University, Stanford CA, 94305-8230, (650) 723-0755 (voice), (650) 723-1216 (TTY), (650) 723-1791 (fax), equal.
opportunity@stanford.edu (email).

americans with disabilities act
The ADA prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities and provides for disabled people to have access to “full and equal enjoyment of 
the goods, services, facilities, privileges, advantages, or accommodations of any place of public accommodation.” The ADA/Section 504 Compliance 
Officer may be reached at the Diversity and Access Office, Mariposa House, 585 Capistrano Way, Stanford CA 94305-8230; (650) 723-0755 (voice), 
(650) 723-1216 (TTY), (650) 723-1791 (fax), equal.opportunity@stanford.edu (email).

accreditation
Stanford University is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Senior Colleges and Universities of the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges. In addition, certain programs of the University have specialized accreditation. For information, contact the Office of the University 
Registrar.

CAMPUS SECURITY
Stanford University complies with the Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act. Stanford’s policies and statistics 
under this act are available at http://police.stanford.edu/safety-report.shtml, or for a paper copy contact the Stanford University Department of Public 
Safety at (650) 723-9633.

POLICY STATEMENTS




